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Dear Friends, 
 

This past fiscal year has been filled with tremendous growth and many highlights, including the start of
our 20th anniversary of granting wishes! As of June 30, 2023, we granted the most wishes in one year
in our history with 710 wishes granted, a huge milestone for us. Included in this number was our
5,000th wish which happened to be one of our most amazing wishes as well! 
 

Norma Sue Stephenson, who was 95 at the time of her wish granting, had her wish to travel to Italy to
see where her husband’s plane was shot down during WWII granted by our incredible Houston team in
April. Norma Sue’s husband, Victor Phelps, flew 116 missions with the Twelfth Air Force’s 87th Fighter
Group until his plane was shot down by the Germans in Italy near the Gothic Line on October 11, 1944.
His squadron had orders to bomb a bridge, but when the bombs didn’t release, he circled back for
another attempt although he later told his family he knew his plane would be shot down. Victor bailed
out of his P-47D Thunderbolt, nicknamed “The Nittany Nipper,” and as he was parachuting down, he
could see German soldiers on one side and farmers with pitchforks approaching from the other side.
Victor hid on a nearby Italian farm until he was captured and taken as a prisoner of war by the
Germans. He was among the prisoners liberated by General George Patton’s army on April 29, 1945 

Norma Sue found out several years ago that there is a memorial at the spot where Victor’s plane
crashed after an Italian organization reached out to her grandson via Facebook. The Associazione
Amici del fiume Senio (Friends of the Senio River Association) found parts from his plane and put up a
memorial at the spot of the crash. The organization, with the help of one eyewitness, was able to give
his family photos and information they had never heard before. Like so many other veterans, Victor,
who passed away in 1976, did not talk much about his war experiences with his family. Norma Sue has
wanted to visit the memorial in Italy ever since they found out about it. 
 

As you can imagine, this was a very involved wish that required diligent planning and organization and
our Houston team was up to the task! Norma Sue’s wish was everything she had hoped for and more! 
 

In addition to our wish milestones, we added several new board members and grew our chaper
footprint to 17 locations. None of this growth would be possible without the ongoing support of our
donors, volunteers, staff and board members. I thank you all for your support and look forward to
even more growth in the next year! 
Best wishes, 

 Peter Stinson 
Executive Director 

LETTER FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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ABOUT TWILIGHT WISH FOUNDATION

MISSION AND VISION Our mission is to honor and enrich the lives
of seniors through intergenerational Twilight Wish celebrations. Our
vision is to make the world a nicer place to age, one Twilight Wish
at a time. 

OUR HISTORY  Twilight Wish Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization, was founded by Cass Forkin on July 1, 2003, in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania after a life-changing encounter with several
elderly women in a diner. As the women were counting out change
to pay for their meal, it became clear to Forkin that they could
barely afford even a simple buffet lunch in a diner, so she
anonymously paid their bill. They insisted on knowing who treated
them and said, “We didn’t know there were still people like you out
there. We thought you had forgotten us.” Those comments and
the women’s gratefulness for Forkin’s simple gesture led to the
realization of the genuine need for a national organization that
addressed not only simple and basic needs, but also the higher-
level needs for an elder’s wish of a lifetime. 
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our PROGRAMSour PROGRAMS
WISH GRANTING PROGRAM 

Twilight Wish celebrates seniors and makes dreams come true by
granting wishes for recipients over age 65 who do not have the
ability to grant their own wishes or are permanent members of a
long-term care facility. Wish granting provides a meaningful “thank
you” for a lifetime of service to others. Sometimes the wish fulfills an
immediate need. Sometimes it fulfills a last wish or a wish of a
lifetime. Big or small, all wishes are significant to the recipient as they
validate what the senior has specifically done for others over the
years.  

VETERANS PROGRAM 
At Twilight Wish, we feel it is our privilege and duty to help fulfill the
wishes of our elderly American veterans. Since our founding in 2003,
we have honored more than 950 veterans. In fact, one-third of all
the wishes we grant are for veterans. Sometimes a wish fulfills an
immediate need. Sometimes it is a last wish or a lifelong dream.
Large or small, all wishes provide a meaningful “thank you” to our
veterans for their dedication and selfless service to our country.  
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SIMPLE NEEDS
390 basic quality

of life Wishes

55%  
of all Twilight
Wishes were
Simple Needs

 Our Allegheny County chapter granted a very simple wish that had a big
impact on Ronald Marchesiano’s life. Ronald, 85, lived alone and has some
medical issues which made it difficult for him to keep his house clean. Ronald
volunteered his time at St. Philomena’s church and school in Pittsburgh and
also ran the kitchen for AA and NA meetings. Our Allegheny County chapter
arranged to have Ronald’s house deep cleaned and, as you can see, he was
thrilled!

Simple Needs wishes are for basic
quality-of-life necessities such as
healthcare and accessibility items
including hearing aids, dentures,
mattresses, appliances, wheelchairs, and
walkers.  

The mission of Twilight Wish
Foundation is to honor and enrich
the lives of deserving seniors
through wish granting celebrations
that connect generations.  Our vision
is to make the world a nicer place to
age, one wish at a time.  Since our
founding in 2003, we have granted
the lifelong wishes of over 5,327
deserving senior citizens throughout
the United States.  Twilight Wish
grants wishes to seniors, 65 and
older, earning less than 200% of
poverty level, or who are a
permanent resident of a nursing
facility. 
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LIVING LIFE TO the FULLEST

312 fulfillment of a
lifelong dream
Wishes

44%

Living Life to the Fullest wishes are often the
fulfillment of a lifelong dream such as publishing
a book, riding in a hot air balloon, or dancing
with a Mummers band.  

 Helen Casing, 69, has always loved horses and wished to pet and ride one,
one more time. Helen rode as a child and her family owned three horses. A
resident of Lutheran SeniorLife Passavant in Zelienople, Pennsylvania, her wish
was granted in October 2022 when our Butler County chapter arranged for
Helen to visit a local farm. There, she rode in a cart pulled by Bella, one of the
miniature horses. Helen was thrilled to watch Koda, another miniature horse,
perform tricks and give her kisses. It was a wonderful day for Helen that she
will remember forever!
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of all Twilight
Wishes were
Living Life To
The Fullest

Twilight Wish Foundation  |  2023 Annual Report



CELEBRATING A LIFE
8 meaningful and

nostalgic Wishes

1% 

Celebrating a Life wishes are meaningful and
nostalgic wishes for recipients with limited life
expectancies. Many of these wishes are for
family reunions, visits to hometowns, and to
return to a job or career one more time. 

Norman Bramley was an Air Force veteran who served proudly during WWII.
About to turn 100 in August of 2022, Norman lived on his own. His neighbor knew
this milestone birthday was approaching and wanted Norman to be celebrated on
this special day so he nominated him to be surprised with a big birthday party.
Our Connecticut chapter director, Andrea Hoisl, took this wish and ran with it!
Nearly the whole town of West Hartford turned out to honor this special man on
August 26, 2022 with a big, patriotic celebration! West Hartford Troop 163 Eagle
Scouts presented Norman with 100 birthday cards from the local Boy and Girl
Scout troops while members of the two local high school bands performed
patriotic favorites. In addition, Norman was presented with a proclamation
honoring him by West Hartford Mayor Shari Cantor and an American Pride quilt by
the West Hartford Quilters. This wish truly celebrated his amazing life!
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of all Twilight
Wishes were
Celebrating A Life
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Wishes Granted
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 Wishes Granted (cont’d) 
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 Wishes Granted (cont’d) 
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 Wishes Granted (cont’d) 

Twilight Wish Foundation  |  2023 Annual Report 11



PRESIDENTS CIRCLE SPONSOR – $100,000
The William H. Donner Foundation

GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR $25,000 – $49,999
Daniels Fund

Dominic Panacio

COPPER LEVEL SPONSOR – $10,000-$14,999
The Nordson Corporation

Peter Prusinowski
Gregory Gopphold

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Christine Burlein

Calligan Family Foundation
Gordon Charter Foundation

Merck Foundation
The W.W. Smith Charitable Trust

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSOR- $5,000-$9,999
The Jack Buncher Foundation

Wallerstein Foundation
Catherine Getz

Soroptimist International of Port Angeles
Spirit Mountain Community Fund

The Daniel Foundation of Alabama
University of Notre Dame

Washington Financial Charitable Foundation

Tin Level Sponsor $2,500 – $4,999
TWO Charitable Fund

B & W Family Foundation
FT Cares Foundation
Stotler Hayes Group

Fluid Edge Consulting, LLC
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
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Seemon H. and Natalie E. Pines Foundation
Sundt Foundation
Jerold Rothkoff

Barrette Family Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

Penn Community Bank Foundation
Scan Source Charitable Foundation

William Penn Bank

$1,000 – $2,499
Mercer Hill at Doylestown

Fiona Egan
Appalachian Field Service

Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Southwire

Serenity Funeral & Cremation Home
Samuel Britton
Patina Health

Art Blocks Fund
Center for Community Resources

UPMC
Medical Services of America
TL Beckes Enterprises LLC

Gary Miller
Avamere Living

Chalfont New Britain Business Alliance
Excela Health Home Care and Hospice

Joseph Gaskill
Joseph T Black VFW Auxiliary Post 249

Marc Levine
Marshall Dennehey

Park View Villas
Trilogy Home Healthcare

Visiting Angels Foundation
Walmart Transportation

Lori Zimmerman
Tumbling Dice Entertainment, Inc.
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$500 – $999
Central Bucks Rotary Foundation

Elizabeth Bittner Lynn
Broward Nursing Care

Johnson & Johnson Foundation
United Dialysis

Encompass Health
The Senior Estate Concierge

Malika Moore
Touch by Yar

Allstar Therapies
John and Barbara Byrne

PJ Cimini
Beth Collins

Jesse Daignault
Discovery Memory Care

Bob and Elaine Dunn
Joan Glover
Highmark

Hope Hospice, Inc.
Howsgrandma.com

I Run this Island Foundation
Christina Imre

Leone Family Gift Fund
Management Underwriters, Inc.

Monarch Care
Timothy Powers

Catherine Reilley
Sechler Law firm

The Baltimore Life Insurance Company
TMS Cleaning and Maintenance, Inc.

Barbara and Edwin Traub
Univest

Velo City Sales, LLC
VITAS Healthcare

Warrington Township Lions Club
Carol and Jack Lieberman
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DREAM $5,000.00
AEONRG, LLC

IMPACT $2,500.00
Ann’s Choice

Fres-co System USA, Inc.
New Courtland
Tumbling Dice
UPMC for Life

WOW $1,000.00
Care Patrol of Upper Bucks & Lehigh Valley

Customer’s Bank
Federation Housing, in honor of Cass Forkin

Friends Hospital
GCU

James Ciervo, In memory of Rosemarie Ciervo
Robert Ciervo, In memory of Rosemarie Ciervo

Longevity Income Solutions
McBrick Building Group

Medina Law Group
Patina Health

Rothkoff Law Group
Senior Living Specialists Philadelphia

Sheila Wilson, Realtor
TruVine Homecare Services
Visiting Angels Jenkintown

William Mathies, in honor of 20th Anniversary
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SUPPORTING $500.00
The Birches at Harleysville

C&N Bank
Carol and Jack Lieberman

Future Health Now
KOG International
Price Chopper CT
Shelly Law Offices
The Miller Family
Univest Financial

ADVOCATE $300.00
Alderfer Auction

Aloaye Home Health Care Agency
Amramp
Axiom

Caring Friends Home Care
Chapel of Four Chaplains
Daughterly Companions

Donna & Joe DeQuila, in memory of Ray & Carol Marone
EZ Living Concepts
Family Caregivers

Freitag Family Agency
Griswold Home Care

Cheryl & Eric Gustafson
Walter Halen

Humana
Merck, Sharp & Dohme Federal Credit Union

Prestige Administrative Services
Jane Stinson, LMT, CHC

Peter & Jenn Stinson
Well Springs Home Care
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Total Annual Expenses 

EXPENSES

Program Services85.2%

Our most current audited financial statements indicate 85.2% of expenses are
allocated to direct program costs. 

General and Administrative6.8%

Fundraising8%

85.2%

10.5%
5.1%
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6.8%
8%
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Total Annual Revenue 

PUBLIC SUPPORT
AND REVENUE

Grants40%

Donations32.4%

In-Kind Donations11.6%

40%

10.5%
5.1%
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5.7% Donated Services

9.5% Fundraising Income

.9% Other

32.4%

11.6%

5.7%
9.55%
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Board of directors

LEADERSHIP

Ken Leith

Lisa Graham

SECRETARY

Mary Mannix Meister

Catherine P. ForkinJames Ciervo

Ruth Anne Wood

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Peter Stinson

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Donna Dequila
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF
CHAPTERS AND 
VOLUNTEERS

Randie Duretz
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FOUNDER & CHAIRVICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Mary Farrell
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Beth Bready
CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER

Cheryl Gustafson
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF
WISH MANAGEMENT

Jane Leopold-Levethal,
Esquire

Jonathan Miller Daniel Stephens



Chapters

Allegheny County, PA                      Missy Counihan
Butler County, PA                               Jean Bowen
Fayette County, PA                            Barbara Harmon
Washington County, PA                  Cherie Dixon
Westmoreland County, PA             Jamie Bostard
Arizona                                                    Rose Muzzy
Colorado                                                  Cara Brooks
Connecticut                                            Andrea Hoisl
Houston, TX                                            Bill Graff
Long Island, NY                                     James Ciervo
Louisville, KY                                         Julie Hartmann
Metro DC                                                  Murv Delpino
Michigan                                                  Kim Davis
Oregon                                                      Mary Meeko
Rhode Island                                          Jane Donnelly
Eastern Tennessee                              Vicki Worley
Washington                                           Chelsea Aitken
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Community Member

"I totally appreciate the care and concern of the
individual responsible for my wish being granted!
It is so nice to feel special."
Edna A.
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Twilight Wish Foundation
P.O. Box 1042
Doylestown, PA 18901

Your gift could be the difference in a
seniors life.  

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY.

twilightwish.org


